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 20th October 2010                  News Update 

RedFlow and Powerco Join Energy Forces 
New solution for New Zealand’s rural and remote power supply 

RedFlow Limited, a leading manufacturer of zinc-bromine battery-based energy storage 
systems, today announced it has agreed the basis on which Powerco Limited, New Zealand's 
second largest electricity and gas distribution company, will become the exclusive distributor of 
RedFlow products in the New Zealand utility and remote area power systems market. 
 
The announcement means that Powerco’s remote, rural customers, whose ageing lines across 
rugged terrain leave them exposed to power quality and reliability concerns from storms, slips 
and trees, have a new choice for high quality power supplies.   
 
The announcement is the result of twelve months of work between RedFlow and Powerco in 
developing and showcasing packaged remote area power systems (RAPS) suitable for New 
Zealand conditions.   

Described as “RAPS in a box”, this RedFlow assembled system comprises a packaged energy 
storage system with power electronics and controls, together with a utility-grade diesel 
generation set and satellite based remote monitoring.  It is designed for integration with a 
Powerco-supplied solar PV array or micro hydro turbine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A RedFlow system combined with solar PV panels on demonstration at Powerco’s depot in 
Palmerston North, New Zealand 

 

 



 
   

 
 
 
 
 

 

RedFlow CEO Phil Hutchings said the exclusive distributorship arrangement was an important 
step for RedFlow and for electricity supply in New Zealand. 

“Powerco is an ideal partner for us in the New Zealand market.  We see significant 
opportunities there, and Powerco has the foresight to identify industry changes early on,” said 
Mr Hutchings.   

“Powerco is investing in establishing a business to market and support our products.  From our 
perspective, we will be training Powerco staff and continuing to optimise our products to suit 
New Zealand conditions.” 

Commenting on the new arrangement, Powerco Business Development Manager Jamie Silk 
said Powerco saw electricity distribution businesses being required to embrace new solutions 
to meet constantly growing electricity demand and significant network renewal requirements.  

“Embracing innovative products like RedFlow’s bundled remote area power systems and larger 
scale energy storage systems provides us with new opportunities to do just that.  Powerco is 
developing a separate business based around its exclusive distributorship of RedFlow products 
in NZ and we look forward to expanding the business progressively in 2011 and future years,” 
Mr Silk said. 

The Distribution Agreement will cover all RedFlow products including the zinc-bromine battery 
based larger energy storage systems. 

RedFlow expects to deliver the first systems to be supplied under the new arrangements in the 
next three months. 

For further information: 

Ofa Fitzgibbons 
Howorth 
Phone: +61 2 8281 3811 
Email: ofa@howorth.com.au  
 
Phil Hutchings 
CEO, RedFlow Limited 
Phone: +61 7 3376 0008 
Mobile: +61 402 120 531 
Email: phil.hutchings@redflow.com.au 
 

About RedFlow 
Founded in 2005, RedFlow is now acknowledged as one of the world leaders in high 
performance zinc-bromine flow batteries (ZBM) for grid-connected electricity storage.  
RedFlow’s utility-scale energy storage systems help reduce electricity distribution costs while 
building a bright future for Australian industrial manufacturing.  

More information can be found at www.redflow.com.au 

About Powerco 
Powerco is New Zealand's second largest electricity and gas distribution company. Its network 
area spreads across the upper central and lower central North Island servicing approximately 
400,000 consumers representing 46 per cent of the gas connections and 16 per cent of the 
electricity connections in New Zealand.  Powerco Limited is privately owned - 58% by funds 
managed by QIC Limited and 42% by Prime Infrastructure Holdings Limited. 

More information can be found at www.powerco.co.nz 


